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September 25, 2008 meeting minutes 
Cambridge GLBT Commission 
 
I. Call to Order 
 Toni Snow recorded these minutes.   
 Commissioners Present:  John Gintell, Sarav Chithambaram, Colby Berger, Monika 

Dargin, Chris Mason, Richard Juang, Lesley Phillips, Priscilla Lee, Mal Malme, Toni 
Snow, Jeff Walker, Tony Wieczorek.   

 Attending from Public:  Mike McKenzie 
 
II. Motion to Accept Agenda: Passed with slight revision to order of items. 

 
III. Motion to Accept Minutes from July 2008 meeting: Passed. 

 
IV. Discussion of Planning for Town Hall Meeting:  Decision made that this year’s Town 

Hall meeting will be similar in format to February 2004 Town Hall meeting.  Format will 
include small groups, facilitators (at least 8 needed), brief period for participant input.  
Elected and appointed City officials will be present.  Space/food/child care/other logistics 
are all set.  Broad advertising outreach will include mailings, listserve and other email 
postings, PIO Update, Bay Windows, Chronicle, CCTV, City TV8, Council on Aging, etc. 

 Next Steps:  Would-be facilitators should contact Jeff Walker to volunteer.  Brief facilitator 
training will be offered in advance. 
 

V. Education Sub-committee Guest:  Melody Brazo, Cambridge Public Schools LGBT 
Family Liaison 

 
A.     “Welcoming Schools” Status Report 

a. Melody described progress made and problems encountered in past year.  Impressive 
list of accomplishments detailed in Welcoming Schools “End of Year Report” hand out.  
Discussion focused on problems encountered, including lack of operating budget and 
difficulty engaging elementary school administrators/teachers, particularly on transgender 
issues.  
 
b. Melody is looking for small grant opportunities to update Gender Resource Notebooks 
at CRLS and to develop a training module.  Would also like to distribute a Family 
Diversity Book at CRLS “100th Day” meeting.  Bridget Rodriguez and Lenora Jennings 
in Mayor’s Office may be able to help with this. 
Next Steps:  Jeff will seek resolution to funding problems and will contact Bridget 
Rodriguez and Lenora Jennings re “100th Day” meeting.  Colby will facilitate cooperation 
of school administrators.  Other Commission members will assist as needed. 
 

B.    Project 10 East Update 
 

a. Melody provided update on behalf of Kathy Keegan, Project 10 East Coordinator.  
P10E continues to be an important resource due to continual process of coming out 
among GLBT teens at CRLS.  The kids involved want to make a film.  Allies of P10E 
include teachers.  Racial diversity of group has historically been good.  Discussion 
focused on the role of the Commission in reaching out to racially diverse communities. 
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Group acknowledged difficulty of reaching GLBT youth and allies in the Haitian 
community.   
 

VI. Retreat 
 

a. John Gintell suggested having a retreat in early 2009.  Will explore the idea further at 
future Commission meetings.  

 
VII. Commission Meeting Schedule for coming Months  

 
a. The October meeting is on Oct. 23rd as expected. 
 
b. The November meeting will be on Nov. 20 (the 3rd Thursday - the 4th Thursday is 
Thanksgiving.) 
 
c. Although we typically don’t meet in December, a tentative meeting for Dec. 11th (the 
2nd Thursday) is warranted to address topics generated at Town Hall Meeting. 
 

Meeting adjourned at 7:15 p.m. 
 


